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kind, demanded by whiiu, va- 
nity, and taste. They also made 
large square toilet pincushions of 
white Kjarseilles quiltin>r, fully trim- 
med with double rows of muslin, 
and watch-pockets for beds to cor- 
respond. 

How to sell these articles, which 
were exquisitely finished, seemed the 
difficulty. The shop-keeper will 
seldom pvea fair price for any 
thing offered by private hands ; and 
if he did, still his profit would de- 
duct much from the charity. To be 
a tax on unwilling friends, and per- 
haps uncharitable acquaintance, is 
always painful, and sometimes creates 
an uneasy sense of obligation. 

To avoid this, the young ladies 
engaged a standing, as it is called, 
at I he great annual fair ot the town 
in which they lived, and an intelli- 
gent person to attend it. '1 his stand- 
ing was line 1 with green bai^e, and 
ornamented with wreath* of natural 
floweis, and draperies of white mus- 
lin : the words of " Charitable Fund," 
were displayed in large letters on the 
top. The sale was so good as to 
produce a nett profit of forty gui- 
neas, after every expense was de- 
ducted. 

The money was expended in coals, 
medicine, and food, for the most 
necessitous families in the town, and 
in completely clothing ten poor 
women. They used serge for the 
gowns, as warmer and more useful 
than any other material. They 
bought it'by the piece for 3*. \d. per 
yard, and four yarls made a gown. 
They cut out all the clothing of the 
women, and paid the woman her- 
self for making it, wherever she was 
found capable, gowns excepted, 
those they had made at a shilling 
(each, by a mautua-iuaker. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE MANNER OP 
CONDUCTING FUNERALS; WITH A 
FEW REMARKS RESPECTING ANCIENC 
CUSTOMS, bfC. 

T WAS much pleased at reading 
some directions that were annexed' 
to the account of the death of Hugh 
Kirk, late of Belfast, as given in the 
Magazine No. 29, left by him to be 
observed alter his decease, respecting 
the maimer of conducting his fu- 
neral, &c. Frequently since that 
period I have been desirous of 
bringing into public notice the fol- 
lowing example of a similar kind 
in the cise of Joseph Millar, who 
died near Diomore, upwards of three 
years ago; he left behind him in 
writing, the following memoran- 
dum, as a testimony a<<ainst the 
extravagance too frequently mani- 
fested at such times, particularly in 
country places. That it may ex- 
cite useful reflections in the minds 
of others, is the only end I have in 
view, in now bringing it forward. 
It is as follows : 

" Memorandum of the manner in 
wh ch I desire my funeral may be 
conducted after my decease 

" I desire, that when rn y last con- 
flict is over, my body may bo wrap- 
ped in a sheet, and laid on the 'bed 
where I usually slept, there to re- 
main without undtryoing any kind 
of operation whatever, uotil it be 
found convenient to put it in a cof- 
fin, which I desire may be made 
plain and simple, witlioul covering 
or colouring of any kind, or orna- 
ment, escutcheons, &c. I desire 
there may be no wake, (as it is cal- 
ler), or of nunibers gathering on the 
occasion. This is a custom I have 
long thought inconsistent, and tends 
to introduce irregularity, levity of 
behaviour, and unprofitable coa-. 
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vcrsalion, unbecoming tlit solemnity 
of such an occasion. 

" I desire thai my funeral may be 
conducted as <]uietly as possible, 
and in order to prevent a concourse 
of people, let my remains be inter- 
red as early in a morning as con- 
veniently may be. 

" That no spirituous or other liquors 
(as the custom commonly is) be dis- 
tributed on the occasion. Be punc- 
tual in tliis particular, I have seen 
miserable efl'ects produced by it. 
That my remains be interred in 
Hillsborough church-bury ing-place, 
(so called) ; but if, as it is customary, 
the curate, or any other, persists in 
reading what is calleil the burial 
service on the occasion, then in that 
case, let my remains be taken to 
any other bury ing-place where no 
such observance will be insisted on. 

" That no head-stone or tomb-stone 
of any description be placed at my 
grave. 

" In testimony of the above, I sub- 
scribe my hand"this20thof5tii Mo.* 
1808. 

"Joseph Millak." 

About three months after writing 
•he above, he finished his course, 
leaving behind him the example of 
a blavneiess life, and xinsullied repu- 
tation. He was a good husband, an 
affectionate son, and fulfilled, to the 
utmost of his abilities," the several 
duties of his station. 

He bore a long and painful ill- 
ness Willi the patient hope, and calm 
resignation of true religion, not the 
religion of external show, cold and 
formal, which hov\'ever calculated 
to please the imagination, and a- 
muse the senses, mends not the 
heart, nor tegulates the conduct. 
His WPS a religion of higher origin, 
> ' • ' . ' ■■■ ■ '. < =■ 

* He never made any profession with 
the people called Quakers, although in 
this instance ha adopted a mode of expres- 
tion used by them. 



which enabled him to view without 
dismay his approaching dissolution. 

This much seemed necessary to 
state in order to show that the man- 
ner of his life was consistetvt with 
that kind of conduct he wished might 
be adopted, after his decease, re- 
specting his remains. 

Indeed, to every serious reflect- 
ing tiiind that is not led away in his 
judgment by the force of custom, 
it must appear evident how incon- 
sistent with the nature of the occa- 
sion, is the manner in which, in too 
general a way, funerals are con- 
ducted. Instead of having a ten- 
dency to ".mpress on the minds of 
survivors serious views of mortality, 
and to convey useful lessons of the 
uncertainty of time, the mode ofteti 
practised, goes far in contributing to 
|>roniote a lightness of disposition, 
and inattention to what should most 
of all concern thetn, their own dis- 
solution. 

To what purpose but to indulge a 
spirit of vain-glory, and at a time 
that should be the most humiliating 
to beings circumstanced like us, are 
all the idle |)omp, the vain and 
costly parade so often manifested on 
these occasions, 'i'o how much bet- 
ter purpose migrht the sums thus 
foolishly lavished away be applied } 
Thecosts attending these ostentaiiou.'s 
appearances, would go a great way 
in relieving the naljed and distress- 
ed, and in supplying the wants of ma- 
ny "ho are pining on a bed of sick- 
ness, destitute of almost every com- 
fort necessary at such a time, with 
scarce a rag to cover their worn-out 
frame, whilst so many are indulging 
in all the extravagance of supeiv 
fluity pf which invention is master, 
or of which art can boast ; and .ex- 
tending this thirst of vanity to mat- 
ters relating to the deaJ, which of 
all folly appears to me to be the most 
absurd. 

It is greatly to be regretted that so 
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many in the middle and lower sta- 
tions of life should discover so much 
Weakness on these and other occa- 
sions, as to endeavoui' to copy after 
their more wealthy neighbours and 
aim to vie wilh each other in an 
expensive and showy appearance. 
They often grievously subject them- 
selves to many serious inconve- 
niences, and in wishing lo maintain 
a rank above their inesins, become 
more and more regardless of sup- 
portinc; that rectitude of principle, 
a steady adherence to which, forms, 
in any situation, the truly upright 
character. 

If those who move in the hif;her 
circles were at all limes to show an 
osani|jle of moderation, it would, I 
tl^infc, be one means of reducinif to 
a' more proper standard the direction 
ofalfairs. 

lit the eye of sober reason and 
just discernment, the extravagance 
frequently manifested at wakes, as 
they are called, especially in the 
counirj', assumes more the appear- 
ance of the remains of barbarous 
times, than symptoms of an enlight- 
ened ago.- In what other light can 
be viewed the practice of previous- 
ly preparins; the body as if for a 
public exhibition, and "then of num- 
bers collecting together for no other 
purpose, than to spend the night in 
rioting and noisy mirth, whilst in 
many instances a plentiful supply of 
strong drink is not wanting toin- 
tktme the imagination, and to spuf 
on to still greater degrees of savage 
rudeness, making that a season of 
leasting and jollity, which shpuhl be 
marked with conduct of a very dif- 
ferent kind? It sometimes excites 
our astonishment when we read of 
the conduct of some countries on 
these and other occasions; what a pity 
it is that we '#0 not more frequently 
turn our attention to what is pass- 
iiig among ourselves ! 
To me it has oftea been a sburca 



of admiration, how those who hav* 
loved and respected their friends 
while living, could treat their re- 
mains xvith such cold indifference 
as to siitfer them to become a kind 
of public spectacle, and exp<»se them 
to the view of every vulgar beholder, 
giving them up as it were, to the 
will and pleasure of a licentious 
disposition in all who chuse to take 
advant;ige of the occasion, to gratify 
a vain taste for idle sport and pas- 
time. 

IIow is it possible for serious mind* 
to relish such entertainment within 
their walls, or by their conduct give 
encouragement to the practice ? But 
custom reconciles the greatest con- 
tradictions. 

However, it is hoped, that some 
of the barbarous customs, for such 
they really appear to be, which, 
with a view of this subject come un- 
der observation, are beginning gra- 
dually to die away, and I wish they 
may more and more get into disre- 
pute, ntitil they totally disapficar; 
but I fear they have still too strong 
a hold on many minds to be easi- 
ly given up. Many acknowledge 
their iriipropriety, but are unwiliing 
to put in practice what they are con- 
vinced would be more consistent, 
from a fear of being pointed at bv 
their neighliours, anil remarked a's 
affecting singularity. Yet the prac- 
tice of singularity, when opposed 
to wrong customs,' and bad habits, 
merits not contempt. When pro- 
perly supported, it has a tendency to 
create in the minds of others an in- 
quiry how far customs, though long 
established and generally acknow- 
ledged, are right to be adopted. 
The length of time that any custom 
has been in use, or hoip'ever gene- 
rally it may have been approved, U 
no proof of its being right ; nor does 
it afford any plea why it is not bet- 
ter that it should be broken through, 
notwithstanding the adherents of it 
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■may strongly plead for its conti- 
nuance, by endeavouring to bring 
forward proofs of antiquity. 

Many blindly follow the ways and 
customs in which they have been 
educated, without ever once f;iving 
themselves the trouble of examining 
■whether they are right or wrong : 
they can give no reason why they 
follow such and such customs, but 
merely becaus* their fathers have- 
done so, and so do they. Thus cus- 
toms, no matter how corrupt, are 
handed down from one age to an- 
other, and rendered, in the too gene- 
ral estimation, venerable by their 
age, and in the eyes of their zeal- 
ous votaries, are viewed as so many 
sacred relics, so jhat for any person 
to dare to touch them in point of the 
least deviation is deemed a crime of 
no small magnitude. I now speak not 
only of the subject on which these 
few observations are founded, but 
also with respect to the fond attach- 
ment so generally manifested in 
giving the preference to ancient 
usages and customs, how proper and 
latidable soever the relinquishing 
of them may be, or how greatly the 
state of society may be benefited by 
the change. 

Many entertain a superstitious ve- 
neration for ancient customs, and 
bestow a kind of veneration oo what- 
ever bears the name of antiquity, to 
the total rejection of every idea that 
any further step towards improve- 
ment i# necessary. 

This disposition to follow impli- 
citly, and without exainination, the 
lootsteps of past times, proves a 
powerful obstacle in the way of fur- 
ther search, and keeps the mind in- 
stead of advancing projjerly forward, 
still going <i)ack. I would not ap- 
prove of condemning ancient cus- 
toms merely because they are an- 
cient, nor of applauding new ones, 
on account of their novelty. Let 
all measures, ancient or modern, be 



valued according t6 the rank they are 
entitled to hold in the scale of real 
usefulness ; and so far as they have 
contributed in forwarding the best 
interests of man, let their value be 
estimated. Numerous acts of past 
and present times are on these 
grounds entitled to respectful re- 
membrance. 

But a fondness for arrtiquity, mere- 
ly for the sake of antiquity, and a 
belief in its infallibility, has gone 
far in obstructing the channel of free 
and rational inquiry, and occasioned 
the abuse of sober reason, and of 
those noble powers of the mind de- 
signed by the great Creator to lead 
man on in a state of progressive 
purity. 

I do indeed most sincerely wish, 
that mankind would, act as becomes 
rational intelligent beings. 

N. S. 

To the Pnfrieturs of the Belfast Magazine, 
RAMBLE TO MOURNE MOUNTAINS. 

Finding that you considered the 
Excursion to Briansford, suitable to 
the design of your Magazine, I 
send you a paper on a similar 
subject, and written by the same 
person, which I conceive will be 
equally acceptable to your readers. 

A.Z. 

August 3d. 
VESTERDAY morning we all 
-■■ set off fiom Tullyquilly, to 
meet our friends- froin Mourne, in 
the mountains. We were obliged 
to stop a while at Rathfriland, 
where our party was to mus- 
ter. Proceeding we rode to the 
foot of Spelgah, where we 
began to ascend the mountain on 
foot. We had a rugged but plea- 
sant journey of about a mile, till 
we came to the bed of the river 
Bann, near which we travelled two 
miles more. Here it appears a 



